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Praised by the Horn Book as â€œboth quiet and exhilarating,â€• this novel by the acclaimed poet

and National Book Award Finalist Naomi Shihab Nye follows Aref Al-Amri as he says goodbye to

everything and everyone he loves in his hometown of Muscat, Oman, as his family prepares to

move to Ann Arbor, Michigan. This book was awarded a 2015 Middle East Book Award, was named

a Notable Book by the American Library Association, and includes extra material by the author.Aref

does not want to leave Oman. He does not want to leave his elementary school, his friends, or his

beloved grandfather, Sidi. He does not want to live in Ann Arbor, Michigan, where his parents will go

to graduate school. His mother is desperate for him to pack his suitcaseâ€”but he refuses. Finally,

she calls Sidi for help. But rather than pack, Aref and Sidi go on a series of adventures. They visit

the camp of a thousand stars deep in the desert, they sleep on Sidiâ€™s roof, they fish in the Gulf of

Oman and dream about going to India, they travel to the nature reserve to watch the sea turtles. At

each stop, Sidi finds a small stone that he later slips into Arefâ€™s suitcaseâ€”mementos of

home.This accessible, exquisite novel shines with gentle humor and explores themes of moving,

family, nature, and immigration. Naomi Shihab Nye has created what Kirkus called â€œa warm and

humorous peek at the profound and mundane details of moving from one country to anotherâ€”a

perfect pick for kids on the move.â€• Features black-and-white spot art and decorations by Betsy

Peterschmidt.
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Aref is already homesick for Muscat and he hasn't even left yet. Forced by his parents to relocate to

the foreign world of Ann Arbor, Michigan from Oman, Aref can't help but fixate on all the things he

must leave behind: his friends, his grandfather, and the sights and smells of Oman. The one small

thing that brings him comfort is a pamphlet detailing the turtles native to Michigan, different, yet the

same as the giant sea turtles he has come to love in Oman. With the help of his grandfather, Aref

prepares to leave the comfort of Oman behind and embrace the adventure that awaits him in

Michigan.The Turtle of Oman is a smart little novel that successfully illustrates that differences in

culture and location are no match for universal feelings of fear, familial love, and the anxiety of

starting over in a new place.Though it takes him some time to admit it, one of Aref's biggest fears is

that he will not be accepted in Michigan; that the way he speaks, dresses, and acts will set him

apart and prevent him from making friends. Eventually, he realizes that, in Oman, he is used to

meeting and accepting Americans who are far from home and it has never once prevented him from

welcoming them and embracing them. Also helpful is easing his fears are messages from his father,

who has already left for Michigan, detailing the excitement and cultural diversity he's been enjoying

in Ann Arbor.In order to process and accept the move, Aref researches Michigan, attempting to

connect with the place that will soon be his home. He makes lists with details about the customs

and wildlife and, little by little, he finds that Michigan might not be such a horrible place after all;

different, he realizes, does not equal bad.
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